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In Judge White’s case, we have that 

record, and it is a great one. Has she 
been reversed in her 4,000 decisions? 
Yes. That is why we have appellate 
courts. But she has never been chal-
lenged as far as her reasoning and her 
fairness and her demeanor. In fact, she 
has been rated by the American Bar 
Association as ‘‘well-qualified.’’ 

One more thing, Mr. President, as to 
why I strongly support Judge White’s 
confirmation, and that is the manner 
in which she handled the confirmation 
hearings. They were not easy hearings. 
There were tough questions that were 
asked. She exercised the type of de-
meanor I want to see in our Federal 
judges. She exercised the type of re-
sponse that I think represents the 
types of qualifications I want to see on 
our Federal bench. So I am very much 
supporting her confirmation. I hope she 
will receive a strong vote on the floor. 

I urge my colleagues to support all 
three of the Michigan judges who are 
before us for confirmation. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Vermont is recognized. 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I appre-

ciate the comments of my colleagues. 
First, I commend the two Senators 
from Michigan, who spent years work-
ing out this conclusion for these three 
nominees to be here. I commend Sen-
ator LEVIN and Senator STABENOW for 
working so hard. Senator CARDIN spent 
so much time at the hearing with me. 
I appreciate the amount of time he 
spent there. His words of calm rea-
soning, but with questions that cut 
right to the importance of the hearing, 
were extremely valuable. 

If nobody else is seeking recognition, 
I am going to suggest the absence of a 
quorum in a moment. So that Senators 
will understand, at 6:30 I will call off 
the quorum, and the time will be yield-
ed back on both sides. Then we will go 
to a rollcall vote on Helene White. 

If Judge White is confirmed, as I 
fully expect she will be, then we will go 
to the next two judges, but only if she 
is confirmed. Again, Senator SPECTER 
and I have both said we expect she will 
be. We will go to the next two judges, 
and I don’t know of anyone who will re-
quire a rollcall vote on those two 
judges. 

With that, I suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I ask for 
the yeas and nays on the nominee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

Is all time yielded back? 
Mr. LEAHY. I am authorized to yield 

back all time on both sides. I yield 
back all time on both sides. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All time 
is yielded back. The question is, Will 
the Senate advise and consent to the 
nomination of Helene N. White, of 
Michigan, to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Sixth Circuit? 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant legislative clerk called 

the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from West Virginia (Mr. 
BYRD), the Senator from Massachusetts 
(Mr. KENNEDY), and the Senator from 
Illinois (Mr. OBAMA) are necessarily ab-
sent. 

Mr. KYL. The following Senators are 
necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Missouri (Mr. BOND) and the Senator 
from Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 63, 
nays 32, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 156 Ex.] 

YEAS—63 

Akaka 
Baucus 
Bayh 
Biden 
Bingaman 
Boxer 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Clinton 
Coleman 
Collins 
Conrad 
Crapo 
Dodd 
Dorgan 
Durbin 
Feingold 
Feinstein 

Hagel 
Harkin 
Hatch 
Inouye 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Kerry 
Klobuchar 
Kohl 
Landrieu 
Lautenberg 
Leahy 
Levin 
Lieberman 
Lincoln 
Lugar 
McCaskill 
Menendez 
Mikulski 
Murkowski 
Murray 

Nelson (FL) 
Nelson (NE) 
Pryor 
Reed 
Reid 
Rockefeller 
Salazar 
Sanders 
Schumer 
Sessions 
Shelby 
Smith 
Snowe 
Stabenow 
Stevens 
Tester 
Voinovich 
Warner 
Webb 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NAYS—32 

Alexander 
Allard 
Barrasso 
Bennett 
Brownback 
Bunning 
Burr 
Chambliss 
Coburn 
Cochran 
Corker 

Cornyn 
Craig 
DeMint 
Dole 
Domenici 
Ensign 
Enzi 
Graham 
Grassley 
Gregg 
Hutchison 

Inhofe 
Kyl 
Martinez 
McConnell 
Roberts 
Specter 
Sununu 
Thune 
Vitter 
Wicker 

NOT VOTING—5 

Bond 
Byrd 

Kennedy 
McCain 

Obama 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid on 
the table, and the President shall be 
immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

NOMINATION OF RAYMOND M. 
KETHLEDGE TO BE UNITED 
STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR 
THE SIXTH CIRCUIT 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report Executive Calendar 
No. 631. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the nomination of Raymond M. 
Kethledge, of Michigan, to be United 
States Circuit Judge for the Sixth Cir-
cuit. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I am sat-
isfied with a voice vote on this nomi-
nee. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Raymond 
M. Kethledge, of Michigan, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the 
Sixth Circuit? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
f 

NOMINATION OF STEPHEN JOSEPH 
MURPHY III TO BE UNITED 
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR 
THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF 
MICHIGAN 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report Executive Calendar 
No. 632. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the nomination of Stephen Joseph 
Murphy III, of Michigan, to be United 
States District Judge for the Eastern 
District of Michigan. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Vermont. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, because 
of the lateness of the hour, I am willing 
to forgo a rollcall on this nominee and 
a voice vote will be sufficient. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Stephen 
Joseph Murphy III, of Michigan, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Eastern District of Michigan? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I thank 

my colleagues, I thank the Chair, and I 
thank the distinguished leader for 
helping us to get here. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the motions to re-
consider are considered made en bloc, 
and the President will be immediately 
notified of the Senate’s action. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
turn to legislative session. 

The majority leader. 
f 

AMERICAN HOUSING RESCUE AND 
FORECLOSURE PREVENTION ACT 
OF 2008—Continued 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, there will 
be no more votes this evening. If I 
could, though, have the attention of 
Senators who are here. 

Mr. President, first of all, let me say 
on this package of judges, we have been 
working on these for 5 or 6 years. That 
is how long it has taken. So this is 
really a step forward. Everyone has co-
operated. I appreciate very much the 
help of the entire Republican caucus. 
Senator KYL was especially helpful to 
work through what we have done. We 
are going to approve two more judges 
the day after tomorrow, and then we 
will see where we go from there on 
judges. 
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What I wanted to tell everyone here 

is we wanted to finish the housing bill 
tonight. Senator DODD and Senator 
SHELBY have worked very hard to craft 
a bill that doesn’t go back to the 
House, but when the House signs off 
on—— 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader will suspend. The Senate 
will come to order. 

Mr. REID. I apologize, it was hard to 
concentrate on what I wanted to say. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

Mr. REID. Senators DODD and SHEL-
BY are crafting a bill that can go di-
rectly to the President. That is what 
we are trying to do, craft something on 
which there has been general agree-
ment with the counterparts of SHELBY 
and DODD in the House, and it would go 
immediately to the President. As you 
know, they can do things very quickly 
in the House that we cannot do here. 
That is the goal with housing. 

We are going to get there eventually. 
The problem is the way this is sent to 
us from the House, the format in which 
it was sent to us, we are now under clo-
ture. That cloture will run out at ap-
proximately 5:45 tomorrow evening. At 
that time there are two germane 
amendments that we know of. There 
are a couple more that are arguably 
germane. We will see what is the will of 
the body. 

It is my understanding that on those 
two that are arguably germane, the 
managers of the bill have worked 
something out. If there would be no ob-
jection, they would accept those. The 
problem is on the amendments they 
have worked on up to this time, there 
has been an objection and we cannot 
proceed on any of those amendments 
that DODD and SHELBY have worked 
out. 

Automatically, after the 30 hours is 
up, we would vote on the germane 
amendments. No one can stop us from 
adopting or rejecting those amend-
ments. If we cannot get permission 
from everyone here as of now—I know 
of only one holdup on our being able to 
complete the housing legislation. If we 
can’t get that Senator to sign off on 
this, then we only have one alter-
native; that is, we will file cloture on 
another arm of this housing legisla-
tion. We will have cloture on that 2 
legislative days later, and then we still 
have one more to do. That would mean 
we would have to be here over the 
weekend. It was not anticipated that 
we would do that. 

In the meantime, having done that, 
it will hold up our being able to do 
FISA. We wanted to do a consent 
agreement on that tonight. I was told 
that would not be possible. 

On that, there are people who do not 
like the FISA legislation. I recognize 
that the majority of the Senate does, 
but some people do not like it. But, in 
spite of that, I have found the two peo-
ple who speak out mostly against 
that—but there are others—are Sen-
ator FEINGOLD and Senator DODD who 

have been very diligent in their opposi-
tion to the legislation. But, of course, 
they understand the Senate very well. 

So what we would like to do is have 
a cloture vote on the motion to proceed 
to that, but we cannot do that unless it 
is by consent. Therefore, we are going 
to have to do cloture on the motion to 
proceed to FISA at some later time, 
and then that only allows us to proceed 
to the bill. Then we still have to do clo-
ture on the bill. 

FISA is a product of the administra-
tion. It has passed the House, and that 
is fine. But we are not going to stop 
people from going home for the Fourth 
of July recess over FISA. If people do 
not want to do it, then we are not 
going to do it. It is not because we are 
holding it up over here, is what I am 
saying. It is being held up by the mi-
nority. 

We are going to proceed, and we are 
going to stay here and finish this hous-
ing bill. The Case-Shiller Home Price 
Index registered the largest decline in 
home prices in that index’s history. 
That is more than 40 years. Consumer 
confidence is at an all-time low. 

So we are going to finish the housing 
bill. It may knock a few people out of 
parades on July 4, or whatever—how-
ever long it takes us to do this. 

The other product we have that we 
want to finish before we go home is the 
supplemental appropriations bill. 
Again, there has been a delicately 
crafted piece of legislation that has 
come from the House. They worked 
very hard to get the House leadership 
to approve that, Democratic and Re-
publican. The President of the United 
States has signed off on it. Is it every-
thing that I want? Is it everything we 
want over here? The answer is no. But 
I think it is something that will pass 
with a very large margin over here. 
But we cannot get to it unless people 
allow us to get to it. So that, too, 
would have to wait until we get back 
after the July 4 recess. 

I think that would be a shame. We 
have been told that the Pentagon can 
pay the bills until about the middle of 
February. Then they are out of money. 

I want the President and all of his 
people to hear what I am saying. We 
are not holding up the supplemental. 
We, the Democrats, are not holding it 
up. We, the Democrats, are not holding 
up FISA. 

We also have a matter that we need 
to complete, and that is the Medicare 
fix. It is the doctors fix. That is what 
we call it. But, again, today the House 
passed that by a 350-some-odd margin 
to whatever makes up 435—passed that 
overwhelmingly, again, with the spon-
sorship and leadership of the House 
leadership, Democrats and Repub-
licans. We are going to take that up be-
fore we go. We have to. Not only that, 
if we do not pass that legislation before 
we go, we do not have the doctors fix 
taken care of, but that has a snow-
balling effect. 

What it does is all insurance compa-
nies base their reimbursement on what 

the Medicare Program is. There are 
two things we have to do before we go 
home for July 4: Housing and Medicare. 
We do not have to do it if the Repub-
licans don’t want to do it—we don’t 
have to do FISA, and we don’t have to 
do the supplemental. We can do it the 
week we get back after July 4. 

There are other things we would like 
to do—the FAA extension for 6 months. 
I tried to move to that yesterday. It 
was objected to. We want the President 
and others who have worked so hard on 
this global AIDS bill—we would like to 
get that passed. I was told by Senator 
BIDEN today that should be worked out 
tomorrow. But we can’t do any of this 
as long as people are holding us up on 
this housing bill. 

One Senator I talked to tonight who 
I thought was holding up the housing 
bill—which is true—did not object to 
our going to FISA. But others have. 

I do not know how much more direct 
I can be. I want to pass the supple-
mental. I want to pass FISA. I want to 
pass the Medicare fix. I want to pass 
housing. 

I do not particularly like FISA, and I 
am going to vote against FISA. But I 
have an obligation as the majority 
leader to move legislation that the ma-
jority of the body wants to go forward. 
The majority of Republicans and a sig-
nificant number of Democrats want 
FISA to pass. But I am not going to 
ask people to stay here next week be-
cause there is someone over here hold-
ing up the President’s bill. I am point-
ing to the Republicans. 

I am willing to be as reasonable as I 
can. I think we showed that on the 
housing bill when I brought up a piece 
of legislation that Senator DEMINT and 
others wanted to move forward on—and 
Senator BUNNING. We did that to show 
good faith in reporting this housing 
bill. But with home prices continuing 
to fall, foreclosures continuing to rise, 
8,800 foreclosures a day—a day—the 
time to act is now. 

I have said on this floor many times, 
the housing bill is bipartisan. DODD and 
SHELBY have done a remarkably good 
job. I hope those people who are try-
ing—I don’t know what their message 
is. To show the power of a Senator? I 
acknowledge, one Senator has a lot of 
power. But I think they should recog-
nize they are holding up a lot of stuff. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re-
publican leader is recognized. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, let 
me say on this occasion I almost en-
tirely agree with the majority leader 
about what needs to be accomplished 
this week. We do indeed need to do the 
housing bill. We do indeed need to do 
the supplemental for the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. The FISA bill, the 
Medicare fix—it is a complicated legis-
lative tangle which my good friend, the 
majority leader, has described, and 
with which he is trying to deal as we 
move through the week. But my goal is 
really the same as his, and we are 
going to continue talking to each 
other, continue to sort of run the traps 
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and hopefully clear the traps in such a 
way that we can have a highly success-
ful week before the recess. 

That is my goal. It is the same as his 
goal. I will be working with him to see 
if we can get all of those things done in 
the next few days. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I would say 
one final thing. There is a time when 
we need to work together. The Repub-
lican leader recognizes that; I recog-
nize that. This is the time. We need to 
figure out a way to get from here to 
there. We are going to do our very best. 

I think our messages—we don’t need 
to worry about those next week. We 
can come back and do that after the 
break. We really need to try to get this 
done for the American people. It would 
be good for the American people if we 
could do something on one of the major 
crises we have faced in our country, 
and that is this housing debacle. It is 
very difficult. 

Everyone knows that I do not throw 
a lot of bouquets to the administra-
tion, but I throw them a bouquet on 
their willingness to work with us on 
the supplemental because they were 
willing to bend a little bit here and 
there. I repeat, was it everything that 
I wanted, that we wanted? No, but a 
tremendous step forward. I compliment 
and I applaud the President and the 
people who worked with us to get to 
the point where we are. I would be 
ashamed to have to wait until after the 
Fourth of July to do this bill; that is, 
the supplemental appropriations bill, 
because even though what we are going 
to be voting on only deals with the GI 
bill of rights and the unemployment 
compensation and those other things, 
if we do not act, the war funding 
doesn’t go forward. We do not have to 
vote on war funding. We have already 
done that. 

As I said, I appreciate the work we 
have been able to accomplish with the 
administration on this supplemental 
appropriations bill. Even though, as I 
have indicated, I am not going to vote 
for the FISA bill, there are people who 
have worked on this FISA matter for 3 
months or more. Again, the adminis-
tration worked with them. Did they, on 
the FISA bill, move enough to make 
me vote for the bill? The answer is no. 
But they moved enough to get a lot of 
people to vote for this bill, and I appre-
ciate that also. 

But we could wind up with all this 
good work being put off. It will be very 
anticlimactic, the accomplishments 
that we have made. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. BROWN. I ask unanimous con-
sent to speak as in morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The Senator 
from Ohio is recognized. 

64TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE GI BILL OF RIGHTS 
Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, on Sun-

day, June 22, we marked an anniver-
sary. On June 22, 1944, President Roo-
sevelt signed the Servicemen’s Read-
justment Act into law. I come to the 
floor today to commemorate the 64th 
anniversary of the passage of this pro-
foundly important bill, better known 
as the GI bill of rights. 

World War II was the largest, most 
deadly, most terrible war in world his-
tory. Before it was over, Americans 
fought on the continents of Europe, 
Asia, and Africa, and in the Atlantic 
and Pacific Oceans. Over 16 million 
American men and women, including 
my father, answered the call to serve. 
Since joining this body, I have held 
about 100 roundtables across my home 
State of Ohio, and through these dis-
cussions I have had the opportunity 
and privilege to meet with a number of 
Ohio veterans from World War II. Get-
ting to know those remarkable men 
and women has reaffirmed my profound 
respect for their decision to serve our 
country. Their service and their sac-
rifice produced both a stronger nation 
and a safer world. The ‘‘greatest gen-
eration’’ earned this Nation’s enduring 
gratitude. 

They earned the benefits the GI bill 
provided and used them to propel this 
country into a time of unprecedented 
prosperity. The GI bill was more than a 
payment to the veterans for their serv-
ice to our country; it was also a very 
smart, very pragmatic investment in 
the social fabric and economic poten-
tial of our Nation. The GI bill was de-
signed to help smooth the transition 
from military service into civilian life. 
And it did that for millions of men and 
women who served. It paid for vet-
erans’ tuition, books, fees, a monthly 
stipend, and other training costs. It 
also provided veterans low-interest 
mortgages and unemployment insur-
ance. 

The GI bill provided veterans in Ohio 
and the rest of the country the oppor-
tunity to realize the American dream. 
The number of degrees awarded by col-
leges and universities more than dou-
bled between 1940, the last full year be-
fore the war, and 1950. 

Veterans were responsible for buying 
20 percent of all new homes after the 
war. The investment in the middle 
class drove the development and eco-
nomic expansion of an entire genera-
tion. 

I yield to the Senator from Montana. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Montana. 
Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I yield 

my hour post cloture to Senator DODD. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Rhode Island. 
Mr. REED. I too yield my postcloture 

hour to Senator DODD. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Senators 

have that right. The time is yielded to 
Senator DODD. 

The Senator from Ohio. 
Mr. BROWN. When you think about 

what happened to the GI bill, it was 
not only providing opportunity individ-
ually to millions of men and women 
who served, and in that sense a pay-
ment they earned; it also created a 
huge, unprecedented, and unsurpassed 
sense of prosperity for the country. 
When all of these men and women came 
home and were given the opportunity 
to go to college, regardless of their in-
come or their family status or their 
wealth or their positions, they were 
given that opportunity which they 
earned from World War II. 

In recognition of that important an-
niversary honoring the service men and 
women, giving them the opportunity 
and creating the prosperity of millions 
of newly educated men and women in 
our country, I call on Congress to 
renew its commitment to our veterans 
to recognize this anniversary. 

It is our responsibility, our privilege, 
to uphold the promises our Nation has 
made to veterans. It is our responsi-
bility and our privilege to advance our 
Nation’s economic goals. Passing the 
updated GI bill into law is the right 
way to fulfill both responsibilities. I 
urge every Member of this body to sup-
port that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader. 

FEC NOMINATIONS 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I am very 

pleased that I am finally able to say we 
are going to restore the Federal Elec-
tion Commission to a fully functioning 
six-member body. 

The FEC lost a functioning quorum 
last January when three recess ap-
pointments to the Commission expired, 
leaving only two FEC commissioners. 
It takes four to conduct official busi-
ness, so there was no way to conduct 
business. When the FEC went dark in 
January, it meant our Nation’s cam-
paign finance watchdog was off the 
beat. It also meant that important pro-
visions of the Democrats’ Honest Lead-
ership and Open Government Act would 
not be implemented. 

Most notably, the building of this 
Federal Election Commission is so very 
important. I would be remiss to not say 
that the Honest Leadership and Open 
Government Act passed on a bipartisan 
basis. For example, the bundling rules 
we worked so hard to enact into law 
were put into limbo. But now with the 
FEC within a few minutes going to be 
reestablished, that will not be the case. 

Since even before the Commission 
lost its quorum, I began offering my 
Republican colleagues votes on the 
pending FEC nominees, but those ef-
forts were rejected. 

Democrats have been united in their 
desire to have the FEC restored to full 
power. I am pleased we can finally 
come together with our Republican col-
leagues tonight on the nominations. 

I would be remiss if I did not speak 
very briefly about my two Democratic 
nominees, Steven Walther and Cynthia 
Bauerly, both outstanding lawyers. I 
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can tell you even more than that. They 
are outstanding people and public serv-
ants. Steven Walther is from Nevada. 
He is one of those people who is in pub-
lic service because he wants to do 
something to help his country. He has 
been very active for many years in 
State bar activities, very involved in 
the ABA activities, and he gave up a 
lucrative law practice to come here. He 
was a senior partner in a major law 
firm in Nevada. He did this for the 
right reason. 

Both Cynthia and Steven are patient 
individuals. Steve Walther was first 
recommended to the President by me 
for this position on July 6, 2005. That is 
almost 3 years ago. 

He waited almost 3 years for the full 
Senate to confirm him. 

I recommended Ms. Bauerly to the 
President in July 2007. She has waited 
for confirmation over 11 months. 

I cannot say enough nice things 
about Steven Walther. I want everyone 
within the sound of my voice to under-
stand what a man of integrity he is. He 
is not even a Democrat. He is an Inde-
pendent. But I have such confidence in 
his fairness that it did not matter what 
his party affiliation is. He is a fine in-
dividual, has a wonderful family, a son 
Wyatt who is getting used to the big 
city of Washington, DC. 

I so appreciate Steve waiting since 
January with basically no job. He has 
had no paycheck. There has been no 
FEC. Some people dropped off because 
they couldn’t afford to not have a job. 
But fortunately, for the FEC and our 
country, Steven Walther could afford 
to be unemployed for 6 months. 

Again, I want the record spread with 
my appreciation for Steven Walther’s 
public service and his friendship to me. 
These two individuals, Bauerly and 
Walther, have shown exceptional pa-
tience which will be an asset to them 
in their work as Commissioners. I wish 
them and the FEC very well. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

NOMINATIONS OF STEVEN T. 
WALTHER, CYNTHIA L. 
BAUERLY, CAROLINE C. HUNTER, 
DONALD F. McGAHN, AND MAT-
THEW S. PETERSEN TO BE MEM-
BERS OF THE FEDERAL ELEC-
TION COMMISSION 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent the Senate proceed to 
executive session to consider the fol-
lowing nominations: Calendar Nos. 306, 
624, 625, and 626; that the Rules Com-
mittee be discharged from further con-
sideration of PN 1765, the nomination 
of Matthew Petersen; that the Senate 
proceed en bloc to consideration of the 
nominations; that the Senate then pro-
ceed to vote on confirmation of the 
nominations in the order listed; that 
upon confirmation of the nominations, 
the motions to reconsider be laid on 
the table en bloc, the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-

tion, with no further motions in order, 
and the Senate then resume legislative 
session, with no intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the first nomi-
nation. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Steven T. Walther, of Nevada, 
to be a member of the Federal Election 
Commission. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Steven T. 
Walther, of Nevada, to be a member of 
the Federal Election Commission? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the next nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Cynthia L. Bauerly, of Min-
nesota, to be a member of the Federal 
Election Commission. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Cynthia 
L. Bauerly, of Minnesota, to be a mem-
ber of the Federal Election Commis-
sion? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the next nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Caroline C. Hunter, of Flor-
ida, to be a member of the Federal 
Election Commission. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Caroline 
C. Hunter, of Florida, to be a member 
of the Federal Election Commission? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the next nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Donald F. McGahn, of the 
District of Columbia, to be a member 
of the Federal Election Commission. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Donald F. 
McGahn, of the District of Columbia, 
to be a member of the Federal Election 
Commission? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the last nomination. 
The legislative clerk read the nomi-

nation of Matthew S. Petersen, of 
Utah, to be a member of the Federal 
Election Commission. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Matthew 
S. Petersen, of Utah, to be a member of 
the Federal Election Commission? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume legislative session. 

The majority leader. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST 
TIME—S. 3186 AND H.R. 6331 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, it is my un-
derstanding there are two bills at the 
desk. I ask for their first reading en 
bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bills by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows. 

A bill (S. 3186) to provide funding for the 
Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Pro-
gram. 

A bill (H.R. 6331) to amend titles XVIII and 
XIX of the Social Security Act to extend ex-
piring provisions under the Medicare Pro-
gram, to improve beneficiary access to pre-
ventive and mental health services, to en-
hance low-income benefit programs, and to 
maintain access to care in rural areas, in-
cluding pharmacy access, and for other pur-
poses. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I am going 
to object to my own request en bloc, 
but prior to the Chair accepting my ob-
jection, I want everyone to know that 
S. 3186 is the Warm in Winter and Cool 
in Summer Act, which is LIHEAP. 
That is an important piece of legisla-
tion. We are going to work very hard to 
figure out a way to do that within the 
next 30 days. I would also say that H.R. 
6331, the Medicare Improvements for 
Patients and Providers Act, is a bill 
that overwhelmingly passed the House 
of Representatives to take care of the 
so-called doctors’ fix. 

I now ask for their second reading en 
bloc, and I object to my own request en 
bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard. 

The bills will be read for the second 
time on the next legislative day. 

Mr. REID. I suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak for up to 
10 minutes each, with the time to 
count postcloture. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

FISA AMENDMENTS ACT OF 2008 

Mr. KYL. Mr. President, I rise today 
to speak in favor of the passage of the 
FISA Amendments Act of 2008. This is 
a law that our Nation needs. The most 
important change made by the pending 
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